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To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Beverley . 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  sixth  Report 
as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough. 

I am  glad  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my 
appreciation  of  the  loyal  and  efficient  services  of  all 
members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  under 
conditions  of  continued  difficulty,  and  of  the  help 
received  from  many  officials  of  other  Departments  of 
the  Corporation.  It  is  also  a pleasure  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  interest  and  support. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


August,  1945. 


P.  C.  McKINLAY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
of  the  Council. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment during  1944. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  Area. 

Laboratory  Services. 

48  swabs  of  the  nose  and  throat,  53  specimens  of 
sputum,  and  42  other  specimens  were  sent  to  laboratories 
at  Driffield,  Hull  and  London. 

Ambulance. 

We  are  still  without  an  ambulance  of  our  own,  and 
have  had  to  depend  on  the  East  Riding  County  Council 
Ambulance,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Borough  will  soon 
have  its  own  Ambulance,  with  increased  benefit  to  our 
Health  Services. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  every  Wednesday 
afternoon,  and  250  children  attended  for  the  first  time, 
and  the  total  number  attending  was  485,  making  a total 
of  3,749  attendances.  Children  under  five  are  also  seen 
when  necessary  at  the  school  children’s  clinics  for  minor 
ailments  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  Health  Visitors  paid  263  first  visits,  and  a 
total  of  2,279  visits.  This  total  of  home  visits  includes, 
in  addition  to  children  under  five,  visits  paid  to  children 
boarded  out  with  foster  parents,  ante-natal  and  post- 
natal visits,  and  visits  paid  in  the  course  of  supervising 
the  work  of  Home  Helps. 

The  amount  of  dried  milk  supplied  at  cost  price  to 
mothers  attending  the  Centre  was  2,923  lbs. 

Home  Helps. 

During  the  year,  our  Home  Helps  attended  39 
confinements  and  acted  as  domestic  helps  in  five  cases 
of  illness  when  not  required  for  confinements.  One  full- 
time Help,  and  part-time  Helps  varying  from  two  to 
five  at  different  periods,  were  employed.  The  scheme 
has  worked  well  and  is  to  be  extended  if  possible  to 
include  cases  other  than  confinements,  but  the  greatest 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  suitable  women  to  act  in  this  capacity. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  every  Friday  after- 
noon, and  100  new  cases  attended,  the  total  attendances 
being  260. 

The  Dental  Surgeon  conducted  five  sessions  for  9 
new  cases  and  3 old  cases,  and  in  no  other  department 
of  our  work  is  prejudice  harder  to  overcome  than  in 
persuading  the  expectant  mother  to  accept  dental  treat- 
ment. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 
Diseases. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  were  6 in  1944.  A total  of  289 
children  between  one  and  fifteen  years  of  age  were 
immunised  during  the  year.  Our  campaign  to  promote 
immunisation  against  Diphtheria  progresses  satis- 
factorily, and  although  there  were  six  cases  of  Diphtheria 
within  the  Borough  during  1944,  only  one  was  in  a 
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child  and  was  of  a mild  type.  We  have  continued  to 
immunise  against  Whooping  Cough,  hut  the  value  of 
this  is  still  a matter  for  investigation. 

There  has  been  a continued  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  Scabies,  which  is  now  mainly  confined  to 
a few  families.  Since  the  First  Aid  Post  was  closed,  we 
have  had  to  treat  cases  at  the  School  Clinic,  with  good 
results,  due  to  the  skill  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Nursing 
Staff,  despite  the  lack  of  proper  facilities.  Other  forms 
of  infestation  have  similarly  declined. 

Venereal  Diseases  constitute  a serious  health  and 
social  problem  in  war  time,  and  although  separate  figures 
for  Beverley  are  not  available,  there  is  a further  slight 
increase  in  the  number  of  persons  from  the  East  Riding 
attending  the  Hull  Clinic  for  treatment. 

A closely  allied  social  problem  is  that  of  illegitimate 
births,  of  which  there  were  16  in  1944,  compared  with 
13  in  1943,  5 in  1942,  and  11  in  1941.  Of  these  16 
babies,  one  was  stillborn,  two  died  shortly  after  birth, 
four  have  been  adopted,  and  nine  are  being  looked  after 
by  their  mothers,  or  in  their  mothers’  homes.  Special 
attention  is  directed  to  their  welfare  by  our  Health 
Visitors,  sometimes  in  co-operation  with  the  special 
Welfare  Officer  appointed  by  the  East  Riding  County 
Council  for  this  purpose. 


Total  cases 


Disease.  notified. 

Pneumonia  34 

Diphtheria  6 

Cerebro-spinai 

Fever  1 

Ophthalmia  1 

Erysipelas  1 

Phemphigus  Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 1 

Scarlet  Fever  72 

Measles  3 

Whooping  Cough...  15 

Dysentery  4 

Para  Typhoid  1 

Malaria  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  1 

Scabies  37 

Encephalitis  Nil 


Cases  admitted 

Total 

to  hospital. 

Deaths. 

10 

9 

6 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

31 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0 


Tuberculosis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  5 male  and  3 female  new  cases,  as  against 
6 male  and  6 female  new  cases  in  1943.  4 male  and  4 

female  cases  died  during  the  year.  There  was  one  male 
and  one  female  non-pulmonary  case,  with  3 male  and  no 
female  deaths,  during  the  same  period. 

While  we  must  again  make  a reservation  against 
drawing  unduly  optimistic  conclusions  from  this 
decrease,  it  is  very  satisfactory  after  the  long  period  of 
strain  to  which  the  civilian  population  has  been  sub- 
jected, and  supports  our  contention  that  the  health  of 
the  people  of  Beverley  has  been  well  maintained  during 
the  sixth  year  of  war. 

Six  people  received  the  Government  Tuberculosis 
Grant  in  1944,  the  aim  of  which  is  to  facilitate  early 
treatment  with  prospects  of  return  to  work.  Un- 
fortunately, this  object  has  not  so  far  been  achieved,  as 
twTo  recipients  have  died,  two  are  still  under  treatment 
unfit  for  work,  one  became  disqualified  by  refusal  to 
continue  treatment,  and  one  removed  from  the  district. 
Nevertheless,  the  extension  of  the  Grant  to  all  sufferers 
from  Tuberculosis  is  very  desirable. 

War-time  Nursery 

The  extension  to  the  Nursery  was  opened  during  the 
year,  and,  by  segregating  the  infants  from  the  toddlers, 
has  made  for  increased  efficiency.  All  four  probationers 
trained  at  the  Nursery  were  successful  in  obtaining 
the  Nursery  Nurses’  Diploma,  and  three  of  them  have 
been  retained  on  the  trained  staff,  and  three  more 
probationers  are  in  training.  In  the  face  of  occasional 
adverse  criticism  from  other  parts  of  the  country,  I am 
glad  to  report  the  success  of  the  Nursery  both  as  a social 
experiment  and  as  a means  of  raising  the  standard  of 
child-health  in  the  community. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

After  operating  for  approximately  one  year,  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  ceased  obtaining 
samples  of  milk  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Scheme  on  account  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  appointing  whole-time  persons  for  this  work. 
During  1944,  260  samples  of  Milk  were  collected  under 
the  scheme. 
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1.  Water. 

Samples  have  been  regularly  taken  from  both  the 
Beverley  Waterworks  and  from  the  Hull  supplies.  30 
samples  wTere  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during 
the  year.  These  samples  showed  the  water  supplied  to 
the  public  to  be  satisfactory  after  filtration  and 
chlorination. 

15  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Public 
Swimming  Baths.  Early  samples  showed  that  the  water 
was  unfit  for  swimming  in,  but  after  the  Borough 
Engineer  had  instroduced  a scheme  of  chlorination,  the 
samples  were  satisfactory. 

2.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  position  with  regard  to  Sanitary  Accommoda- 
tion in  the  town  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

Type  of  Convenience.  Number.  Percentage. 

Water  Closets  3674  ...  83‘63 

Privies  208  ...  474 

Pail  Closets  511  ...  1P63 

3.  Public  Cleansing. 

During  the  year,  4,043  loads  of  refuse  have  been 
collected  from  private  dwelling-houses  and  business 
premises  in  the  town,  corresponding  to  an  estimated 
weight  of  5,013  tons.  The  total  cost  of  refuse  collection 
and  disposal,  including  salvage,  was  £3,148.  All  the 
refuse  in  the  town,  other  than  that  salvaged,  was 
disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

Paper,  scrap  metal,  glass,  bones,  rubber,  rags,  waste 
food  and  other  items  were  collected  as  salvage  during 
the  year.  To  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1945,  315 
tons  were  salvaged  and  sold  for  £1,433. 

4 Inspection  of  the  Area  Under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts. 

310  visits  and  654  re-visits  have  been  made  under 
the  Public  Health  Act.  22  Formal  and  228  Informal 
Notices  have  been  served  and  315  Nuisances  abated.  No 
houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  repair  sections 
of  the  Housing  Act. 

The  housing  programme  is  still  in  abeyance,  due  to 
the  War,  no  Demolition  Orders,  Clearance  Orders  or 
Closing  Orders  being  made  during  the  year.  Houses 
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which  would  otherwise  have  been  demolished  are  now 
having  to  be  maintained  in  a reasonable  condition  by 
having  essential  work  carried  out. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year  were  visited 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  a number  of  overcrowding  nuisances  were 
abated.  There  still  remain  cases  of  overcrowding  which 
cannot  be  dealt  with  on  account  of  the  housing  shortage. 

In  September,  application  was  made  for  75 
Temporary  Houses,  but  these  had  not  been  delivered  to 
the  end  of  the  year. 

5.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

1,219  beasts,  386  calves,  8,615  sheep  and  274  pigs 
were  slaughtered  at  the  Government  slaughterhouse 
during  the  year.  This  has  been  visited  daily  by  the 
Meat  Inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  meat  inspection,  356 
visits  having  been  paid.  In  addition,  8 horses  were 
inspected. 

6.  Factories. 

Inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year, 
and  Certificates  as  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 
under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  were 
granted  and  other  works  carried  out. 

7.  R-at  and  Mouse  Destruction. 

265  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  Hat  and 
Mouse  infestations,  land  valuable  work  was  done. 

All  the  infestations  were  found  to  be  localised  and 
small.  The  scheme  has  not  been  easy  to  work,  as  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  obtain  any  person  to  act  as 
a Rodent  Operative. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Total.  M.  F. 

Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate  ...  226  117  109 

Illegitimate  ..17  6 11  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated 
residentpopulation  18'0 

Still  Births : — 

Legitimate  ...  4 1 3 Hate  per  1,000  total 

Illegitimate  ..  1 - 1 (live  and  still) 

births  20‘6 
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Deaths  212  108  104  Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated 
resident  population  15*7 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  57*6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  57*5 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  58*8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  11*6 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  17*6 

Infantile  Mortality,  England  and  Wales  46*0 


